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1895. It is very minute, red in color, and often becomes so
abundant on a leaf as to give it a reddish hue also. The red
eggs are placed separately on the leaves, and are elevated
upon short stalks held in place by radiating guy threads
fastened to the surface of the leaf. The number deposited
by each female will average about thirty. During the
month of May and the summer months, about ten days are
required for hatching, although it may take three weeks in
the cooler seasons. The young begin to feed immediately
and grow rapidly, only twelve days being required to reach
maturity and begin egg-laying.
Sulfur is the universal remedy for red spider. It was
first applied in the dry powdered form, dusted over the trees
either with a small bellows or a power blower, preferably
when the foliage was damp. Lime-sulfur sprays have recently
met with great favor and are being extensively used. Natural
enemies, such as predaceous beetles and the lace-wing flies,
assist materially in reducing the damage due to red spider.
The commercial lime-sulfur preparations are commonly
used, one gallon to thirty-five gallons of water being recom-
mended. About six or seven gallons of the solution are,
required for the ordinary tree, making the cost about fifteen
cents, considerably less than the cost of fumigation.
Silver Mite (Eriophyes oleiwrus)
The silver mite is not a true insect but belongs to the same
class as the red spider. It was introduced from Florida into
San Diego County in 1889 and its ravages have been restricted
to a section of that county. The mite attacks the bark,
foliage, and fruit, producing the greatest injury to the
fruit. Green lemons if attacked take on a silvery appear-
ance, due to the extraction of the oil and green coloring
matter from the cells of the rind. On oranges it produces